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Dear Friends,

Shaping the lives of young adults, supporting those in crisis around the world, 
strengthening the Jewish identities of teens and ensuring that Holocaust survivors  
in Greater Washington continue to live independently and with dignity—the work  
of The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington and our partners transcends  
age, gender, geography and levels of religious observance. At our core, we are 
committed to building community and raising the funds needed to support the 
critical programs and services relied upon by thousands in Greater Washington,  
in Israel and in more than 70 countries around the world.  

As we strive to meet the needs of our community locally and globally, Federation 
touches, changes and saves lives. In this 2015-16 Community Report, we 
spotlight the programs and initiatives that are crucial to our work, with snapshots  
of the year’s most impactful and exciting achievements. Read on to discover the 
newest and most innovative Federation offerings and to learn more about the  
ways in which we are using our vision—and your support—to help build a  
stronger Jewish future. 

Today, Federation is enhancing more lives than ever before, with the introduction  
of initiatives like Imagine Israel, the j.family ambassador program and Honeymoon 
Israel. We are taking successful programs to new heights, such as PJ Our Way®,  
an expansion of the successful PJ Library® program. And we remain steadfastly 
dedicated to promoting an inclusive Greater Washington Jewish community that  
is welcoming and accessible to all. 

Whether these pages are your first introduction to our work or you have been a 
dedicated supporter for decades, we hope that this report inspires you to further 
engage with your Jewish community through Federation—to feel the power and 
inspiration of communal action. We are grateful to the many who have heeded  
our call to Make Federation Yours. 

Thank you for making all of this possible. 

Sincerely,

Chief Executive Officer
Steven A. Rakitt

PresidenT
Robert Zahler
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168
victims in domestic abuse 
situations and 189 helpline 
callers have accessed free 

counseling and supportive services. 

6,600+ 
children are enrolled in  

Greater Washington Jewish 
preschools, full day centers  

and day schools. 

10,540  
Jewish campers attend  

Jewish camps locally and  
across the former Soviet Union.

19,000   
Jewish college students on 
11 campuses throughout 

Greater Washington are engaged  
in robust programs and activities that 

connect them to Jewish life.

Education

Vulnerable 
Populations

Jewish 
Identity

100%   
tuition reimbursement for 

families affected by devastating 
flooding in Houston, TX,  

so children can continue to  
attend Jewish schools. 

At Federation, we identify, evaluate and address the critical needs of our 
local and global Jewish community with unparalleled commitment, passion 
and sensitivity. Ensuring that these needs are met to create a stronger, more 
vibrant Jewish community and to foster and strengthen our connection with 
Jews in Israel and around the world is a responsibility we take seriously. 

Our Impact
touching, changing & saving lives every day.

2

   80
high school students are  

graduates of the elite Israel 
Engagement Fellowship for  

teens and have become 
confident Israel advocates 

prepared for college 
campuses. 

500+
students participated  

in unique field trips that  
explored the rich history  
of Greater Washington’s  

Jewish community. 

$2,000,000+
invested in our community’s 
Jewish education system.

9,000+    
community members  
connect to the local  

Jewish community through 
Federation’s Jewish  
Food Experience®.

370
Holocaust survivors in  

Greater Washington receive 
monthly food stipends, financial 
assistance, in-home personal  

care and more to continue 
living with dignity and 

independence.
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106  
adults with disabilities live in  
23 group homes throughout  

MD, DC and VA.

6,000   
children in the former  
Soviet Union attend 17  
Jewish high schools.

700,000    
chronically jobless Israelis  
have received employment 
assistance and training to  

enter the workforce.

$1,000,000+   
 in emergency funding supported 

the Athens, Greece Jewish 
community through 
economic instability.

168
victims in domestic abuse 
situations and 189 helpline 
callers have accessed free 

counseling and supportive services. 

Vulnerable 
Populations

Emergency 
Response

Inclusive 
Community

Israel & 
Overseas

7,000+  
people from Greater Washington’s 

LGBTQ Jewish community 
participate in welcoming, 

inclusive community 
programs and events.Learn more about how  

Federation addresses our 
community’s critical needs at  
shalomdc.org/community-report.

100%   
tuition reimbursement for 

families affected by devastating 
flooding in Houston, TX,  

so children can continue to  
attend Jewish schools. 
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400
people attend  

weekly Shabbat dinners  
in Cuba. 

500+
students participated  

in unique field trips that  
explored the rich history  
of Greater Washington’s  

Jewish community. 

6,900+  
people living in Ukraine’s  

conflict zone have received 
life-sustaining services, including 
rental subsidies, food, clothing 
and post-trauma counseling.

26,000+   
interfaith families  

connect with Jewish life in  
Greater Washington through 

outreach, programming  
and travel opportunities.
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Inclusion
Federation welcomes the 
participation of interfaith couples 
and families, and people of all 
abilities, backgrounds, gender 
identities and sexual orientations. 
We are committed to advancing 
inclusion and strengthening  
our community, connecting 
individuals and families to the 
programs, services and tools 
required to raise awareness  
and advocate for the rights of  
all community members.

The Jewish Federation is pleased to showcase our 
proudest projects, initiatives and accomplishments 
of 2015-16. The following highlights vary by 
audience, location and focus but share one 
common goal: addressing our community’s critical 
needs by making a significant impact locally, in 
Israel and around the world. 

Our Impact

	� Federation’s website, shalomdc.org, is now fully 
accessible to those with hearing or visual disabilities, 
following significant accessibility updates.

	� Federation welcomed KC, a 21-year-old with 
disabilities, as our intern this year. KC joined us 
through Jewish Foundation for Group Homes’ Sally 
and Robert Goldberg MOST™ program, which helps 
individuals with disabilities transition from school  
into adult life.

	� Federation supports multiple access points for the 
LGBTQ community into Jewish life, thanks to our 
partnership with the Edlavitch DCJCC Kurlander 
Program for GLBTQ Outreach & Engagement 
(GLOE).

	� Since July 2015, more than 160 Jewish professionals 
have participated in professional development 
sessions on interfaith inclusion, facilitated by 
Federation partner InterfaithFamily/DC.
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Across Greater Washington, 3,755 children 
benefit from our nationally-renowned Jewish 
preschools and full day centers. Federation 
provides ongoing training and professional 
development to our local early childhood 
Jewish educators, ensuring that the children 
they nurture are able to build their Jewish 
identities on a strong foundation of Jewish 
learning and values.

Thank you to Federation for giving me the 
opportunity all these years to be nurtured in my 

teaching through courses, educational trips and monthly 
meetings of teachers.

—Marsha P., Teacher/Mentor, Gran HaYeled at Adas Israel

Early Childhood Education 
Professional Development

PJ Our Way®

PJ Our Way (PJOW) is the newest chapter  
of the popular PJ Library® program,  
offering free chapter books, exciting events 
and interactions with their peers for children 
ages 9-11. PJOW capitalizes on the 
independence, creativity and maturity of 
tweens by offering them Jewish content in 
an engaging way.

By signing up your children for PJ Our Way, you’re giving them stories with 
values that will help shape their understanding of what it means to be Jewish.   

—Catriella Freedman, National Director, PJ Our Way

Our Impact Learning
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Our Impact FEDERATION’S United  
Jewish Endowment Fund 

With more than $192 million in assets under management, Federation’s 
United Jewish Endowment Fund (UJEF) Trustees proudly approved 
distributions totaling $2.6 million to empower local and global partner 
organizations as they support innovative programs, like those listed here,  
and meet community needs in Washington and Israel.

Honeymoon Israel

For people who have struggled 
to find community in our 

parents’ synagogues, it was refreshing 
to be part of a program that develops Jewish 
community reflective of our generation. 
Honeymoon Israel has given us the unique 
opportunity to forge bonds with other couples 
looking to create a space to grow as Jews 
in Washington in our own way. 	     —Ruth R.

Honeymoon Israel (HMI), in partnership with Federation, Sixth & I Historic Synagogue 
and InterfaithFamily/DC, provides immersive trips to Israel for locally-based cohorts of 
couples that have at least one Jewish partner. HMI creates communities of couples, 
early in their committed relationships, who are building families with meaningful 
connections to Jewish life and the Jewish people. By the end of 2017, more than  
100 metro Washington, DC couples will have participated on a HMI trip.

Next Gen Philanthropy Program
Federation’s Next Gen Philanthropy Program 
empowers next-generation funders to become 
effective Jewish philanthropists, embrace 
their family legacies, establish personal 
philanthropic identities and understand  
the richness of Jewish organizational life, 
through trainings, workshops and networking 
with peers.

Through the Next Gen 
Philanthropy program, 

I’ve found a network of peers with 
shared values who will continue to 
inspire and challenge me throughout 
my lifelong philanthropic journey. I’m 
thankful to Federation for 
bringing us together.     

—Kevin B., Federation’s Next Gen Philanthropy 
Program Co-Chair and participant 
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	� The first co-op in Sderot served more than 1,000 
customers in its first month. 

	� Five co-ops are currently serving both Jewish and 
Druze communities. The Jewish Agency intends to 
open nine more by the end of 2017 and a total of 
40 stores around the country by the end of 2020.

	� Federation’s UJEF, in partnership with the Shahaf 
and Gandyr Foundations and the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee, is working to support 
and grow more than 200 Young Communities 
across Israel.

	� Each Young Community has a theme, from 
improving education to coexistence with other 
populations in Israel and more. All provide 
programming, festivals and initiatives to improve 
life for thousands of residents living in the 
periphery of Israel.

Food Co-op Initiative

Young 
Communities 
Initiative

In partnership with Federation’s 
UJEF, The Jewish Agency for 
Israel’s Food Co-ops offer 
affordable, healthy food and 
household items to Israel’s 
geographic and social periphery 
in disadvantaged areas. The Food 
Co-ops promote social cohesion 
by serving as hubs for communal 
activity, provide opportunities for 
community members to interact 
in meaningful ways and help 
increase a sense of belonging 
among residents.

Just as the pioneers who founded 
the State of Israel worked to 
create a model society, the 
residents of Young Communities 
are looking to create a better 
Israel. These passionate Israelis 
implement projects that create a 
strong sense of community and 
improve the quality of life for 
themselves, their families and 
their neighbors.
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This year has been 
an unbelievable 

experience. I was blown away 
by the amount of 
love and dedication 
everyone puts 
into their work to 
make our Jewish 
community the best. 
My future will be 

brighter because of what I 
learned at Federation.

—Alexa Herman, Teen Engagement Fellow

JTeen Philanthropy: A giving circle for teens, in 
which participants allocate up to $10,000 to local, 
national and international organizations, while learning 
about philanthropy, tikkun olam (repairing the world)
and collaboration.  

Israel Quest: Encourages teens to travel to Israel 
with peer groups during high school and to build 
personal connections with Israel. Israel Quest offers 
information about Israel travel, as well as scholarship 
money to help teens experience these life-changing 
journeys. 

...and more!

Our Impact

IEF challenged me to 
think differently — to 

find ways to build on the strengths 
of my Jewish education and all that I 
have learned from my teachers, rabbis 
and parents. IEF opened my eyes to a 
new world in which I understand the 
power I have as a student to advocate 
for Israel, guide the conversation with 
respect and inspire others to 
join me.
—Jessie B., Israel Engagement Fellowship graduate

IEF* empowers teens to develop an 
understanding of the history of Israel, the 
modern political situation and how to apply 
these lessons in our community and on their 
future college campuses.

	� 96% of Fellows said they would definitely 
recommend the Fellowship to their friends.

	� 100% of parents reported that, at the conclusion 
of the Fellowship, their teens had a stronger 
connection to Israel.

*�IEF is presented by Federation and the Jewish Community  
Relations Council of Greater Washington

Israel Engagement 
Fellowship (IEF)

THE Margo & Yoram Cohen Family

Federation empowers teens as leaders and provides multiple avenues 
for them to connect with their Jewish identities and peers through 
meaningful initiatives, including:

TEEN 
Engagement
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Through the ConnectGens Fellowship,* 11 of our 
community’s best and brightest social innovators 
received six months of training, tools and connections 
to transform their big ideas into ventures that will 
mobilize our Jewish community. These graduates join 
a network of 176 fellows working on 155 ventures 
around the globe.

Our Jewish future depends 
on the creative energy of 

the surrounding community—and the 
ConnectGens Fellowship is our opportunity to 
truly make a difference. Together with The Jewish 
Federation, we can redefine what is possible—
developing innovative strategies to better 
serve our unique, complex and diverse Jewish 
community.	

—Rabbi Steven Rein, Agudas Achim Congregation

*�The ConnectGens Fellowship is presented in partnership  
between Federation and Agudas Achim Congregation,  
and powered by PresenTense.

ConnectGens Fellowship

Imagine Israel
With the Imagine Israel initiative, 
Federation fulfills its long-
standing commitment to connect 
Washingtonians to Israel and 
Israelis through the lens of  
social change. A wide variety  
of social impact programs  
foster meaningful relationships 
with the country and its 
people—programs that make 
real, sustained impact locally  
and in Israel.

Podcast Series: Israeli theater artist Robbie 
Gringras facilitates thought-provoking dialogues  
with interesting Israelis focused on the intersection  
of their lives, work, passions and Israeli society.

Meet the Changemakers: Federation brings 
Israeli thought leaders to Washington to present their 
ideas on solving some of the most pressing social, 
economic and technological challenges facing Israel.  

Congregational Shlichim Program: 
Expanding on our community’s successful Israeli 
emissary experience through a program of  
The Jewish Agency for Israel, nine additional shlichm  
join local synagogues and schools to transform the 
relationships and enhance the personal connections 
of congregants and students with Israel and Israelis.
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On our mission, someone 
spoke about how Masa 

Israel shaped her life, her Jewish 
identity and who she is today. It sent chills 
down my spine being able to see first-hand 
that this one program had made such a 
momentous impact on this participant’s 
life and her connection to Judaism. It is 
extraordinary to think how far Federation’s 
support can go.	

—Israel YOUR Way participant

Federation’s missions make  
it possible to travel through  
Israel and around the world  
with multiple generations of our 
community, building lifelong 
friendships while experiencing 
unique, hands-on and dynamic 
itineraries. Mission participants 
return with an enhanced 
connection to the countries  
and cities they’ve explored  
and a renewed commitment  
to the Greater Washington  
Jewish community.

Federation

Israel Your Way 
Eco Israel/Outdoor 
Adventure Track

Israel Your Way Business Track

Next Gen Philanthropy Program Mission to Cuba

MISSIONS



11

The Mission’s goal was to 
recognize that LGBTQ Jews 

need to be an integral part of the 
Jewish community and that they should 
be reached out to. We’re a broad 
tent and getting broader.

—See Israel with Pride  
LGBTQ Mission Local Co-Chair, William Kreisberg 

This mission was a way 
to immerse myself in the 

community, make friends and make 
the Jewish community even stronger. 

— NEXT DC Alumni Leadership Mission participant

The Jewish Federation
OF GREATER WASHINGTON

Israel Your Way
JOIN US! October 22-29, 2017
Register today at www.shalomdc.org/israelyourway

See Israel with Pride LGBTQ Mission to Israel

Campaign Chairs and Directors Mission to Paris and Israel

NEXT DC Alumni Leadership Mission



12

Szarvas was the place 
where I embraced 

myself and my love for 
Judaism. It was a space where no 
one questioned who we were, and it 
allowed us to create a space where 
we could explore ourselves. I felt like 
a different person at camp. There 
wasn’t just one moment at Szarvas 
that was magical; it was a buildup of 
shared moments and experiences 
that led to an amazing and 
transformative time overall. 

—Avital K., Szarvas North American Fellow  
from Greater Washington

Our Impact

	� Joint meetings during the year  
offer an important educational 
experience for the young adults to 
strengthen their Jewish identities, 
encourage active participation in 
Jewish life and take an ongoing  
role in informal education about  
the Holocaust.

	� For the elderly participants, the 
program is a forum to share their 
first-hand accounts of Jewish life 
before, during and after World  
War II with the next generation  
of Hungarian Jews, and an 
opportunity to realize a lifelong 
dream of seeing Israel together  
with the generation that can build 
the Jewish future. 

The lives of Hungarians young and old are 
transformed through their participation in  
the Budapest Intergenerational Program. 
Young Hungarian alumni of Birthright Israel 
are connected with Holocaust survivors who  
have never visited Israel, for a year-long 
exchange and a joint trip to Israel. 

Budapest Intergenerational Program

Camp Szarvas

Overseas

Each summer, 1,500 Jewish campers  
from more than 20 countries and more  
than 70 Szarvas Fellows from North America 
attend Camp Szarvas in Hungary, which is 
co-sponsored by Federation partner,  
the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee. For many international campers 
from locations with small or even nonexistent 
Jewish communities, summer at Szarvas is 
the only time they can fully express their 
Jewish identities. 
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As a newcomer to the area,  
I was touched by my visit 

with the j.family ambassador.  
She made me feel so welcomed and 
appreciated. She had great ideas for 
how I can meet other moms and get 
involved. My son and I can’t wait to 
attend our first playgroup.

— j.family ambassadors participant

InterfaithFamily is the premier resource supporting interfaith couples exploring 
Jewish life and inclusive Jewish communities. In Greater Washington, the 
InterfaithFamily/DC Director meets with couples and families to offer personal 
guidance, connections to Jewish organizations and programs as well as resources 
and trainings for organizations, clergy and other program providers.

Families with young children living in Northern 
Virginia can now easily connect to each other and 
to their Jewish community through the j.family 
ambassadors initiative*. This program aims to 
create micro communities of Jewish families, 
bridging the gap between those already connected 
and those less affiliated with Jewish life.

	� Rabbi Sarah Tasman, Director of InterfaithFamily/DC, 
has had more than 100 personal interactions with 
individuals, couples and families to help them 
navigate interfaith issues, explore Judaism and 
connect to Jewish resources in just the first year.

	� IFF/DC has built dynamic partnerships with 60 
congregations and organizations, including our 3 
local JCCs, PJ Library, Federation’s Jewish Food 
Experience®, Jews United for Justice, Honeymoon 
Israel and more.

j.family ambassadors 

InterfaithFamily/DC

Our Impact Families

*� j.family ambassadors is presented by the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia.
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Sayin’ Thanks

ANNUAL MEETING
Women’s Philanthropy  
Fall Arts Event

Federation
EVENTS
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GRAND SLAM 
SUNDAY

Doing Good WITH  
THE Jewish FEDERATION



IsraelFEST 2016

16

breakfast  
with Rabbi 
Steven z. 
Leder

THE Network Event  
with Randi ZuckerbergFederation

EVENTS
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Birthright Israel

Philanthropic  
Leadership breakfast 
with Jennifer Teege

Israel 
Engagement 

Fellowship & 
Talk Israel 

Seminar

THE Network Event  
with Randi Zuckerberg
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The SARA and 
Samuel J. Lessans 
Good Deeds Day 

Federation
EVENTS
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90 Days  
of Impact

IMPACT DC
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Through your generosity, $18,650,000 was distributed from Federation’s Annual 
Campaign, the United Jewish Endowment Fund grants process and the Tikkun Olam 
Women’s Foundation to programs and services locally, in Israel and around the 
world. An additional $4,207,600 was distributed from generous directed gifts and 
government grants, enabling a total of $22,857,600 to go into the community to 
help those in need and build strong Jewish connections for all.

Total 
Resources

$47,300,300

$19,342,300
Unrestricted 
Annual & Special 
Campaigns   

$4,207,600
Direct Gifts &
Government 

Grants$23,750,400
United Jewish 
Endowment Fund

Total Resources Collected by 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington 

and its United Jewish Endowment Fund

Total 
$22,857,600
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Total 
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$47,300,300

$19,342,300
Unrestricted 
Annual & Special 
Campaigns   

$4,207,600
Direct Gifts &
Government 
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Endowment Fund
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The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington 
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Federation Funding &  
AllocationS Financial Snapshot

financialsFederation
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Federation’s United Jewish Endowment Fund manages $192.3 million and proudly 
supports 700 donor funds, including 199 donor-advised funds, from which 80% of 
the distributions go to Jewish causes locally, in Israel and around the world.

3%

United Jewish Endowment Fund 
Donor-Advisory Fund Distributions 
by Type of Recipient Organizations

Total Resources Raised by Federation’s
United Jewish Endowment Fund

$23,750,400

PER MILLION

TOTAL $192.3 million

31% 
Partner 
Agencies 

20% 
Non-Jewish 

Organizations

3% 
Programs & 
Sponsorships

14% 
Agency 

Investment 
Accounts

13% Federation   
           Campaigns

$19.2
General 
Funds

14% Permanent 
           Endowment Gifts

33% Other Jewish 
    Organizations

4%
Fee Revenue and 

Other Sponsorships

68% Non-Permanent
            Endowment Gifts

$16.8
Donor
Directed
Funds

$2.1
Pending 
Distributions

$16.7
Field of 
Interest
Funds

$63.8
Donor Advised Funds

$34.6
Agency Funds

$10.5
Charitable Gift 
Annuity/Trust$28.6

Perpetual 
Annual 
Campaign/ 
Lion of Judah 
Funds

3%

United Jewish Endowment Fund 
Donor-Advisory Fund Distributions 
by Type of Recipient Organizations
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United Jewish Endowment Fund
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United Jewish Endowment Fund  
Snapshot
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Fiscal Year 2015-2016

LOCAL ALLOCATIONS
Agencies

 Annual 
Campaign 

 Donor 
Designated & 
Gov't Grants UJEF Grants

Tikkun Olam 
Women's 

Foundation 
Grants TOTAL

Bender Jewish Community Center of Greater Washington $	 774,100 $	 80,000 $	 19,000 $	 873,100 

Campuses/Hillels $	 157,000 $	 157,000 

Capital Camps and Retreat Center $	 120,100 $	 500 $	 120,600 

Day Schools $	 1,352,000 $	 6,600 $	 1,358,600 

Edlavitch JCC of Washington DC $	 399,400 $	 13,000 $	 29,600 $	 442,000 

Jewish Coalition Against Domestic Abuse $	 49,700 $	 40,000  $	 50,000 $	 139,700 

Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia $	 326,600 $	 326,600 

Jewish Community Relations Council $	 603,000 $	 6,800 $	 609,800 

Jewish Council for the Aging $	 299,900 $	 299,900 

Jewish Foundation for Group Homes $	 189,100 $	 10,800 $	 199,900 

Jewish Historical Society of Greater Washington $	 30,000 $	 5,000 $	 35,000 

Jewish Social Service Agency $	 949,800 $	 20,500 $	 970,300 

Moishe House $	 25,000 $	 500 $	 25,500 

Youth Group Grants $	 58,200 $	 58,200 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Addiction Prevention and Recovery Program $	 20,000 $	 20,000

Asian Pacific Islander Domestic Violence Resource Project  $	 14,600 $	 14,600 

At the Well  $	 5,000 $	 5,000 

Campus Security $	 354,900 $	 354,900 

Coming of Age (COA) MD $	 7,700 $	 400,000 $	 12,600 $	 420,300 

Coming of Age (COA) VA $	 19,500 $	 81,200 $	 100,700 

Community Transportation Project $	 35,000 $	 35,000 

Community Matching Gifts Program  $	 75,000 $	 75,000 

Create a Jewish Legacy $	 103,000 $	 103,000 

Crittenton Services  $	 15,000 $	 15,000 

Designated to Non-Partners in Local Community $	 110,400  $	 18,000 $	 128,400 

Emergency Reserve Fund  $	 150,000 $	 150,000 

Federation’s Jconnect $	 236,800 $	 500 $	 237,300 

Federation’s Jewish Food Experience® $	 46,300 $	 45,900  $	 100,000 $	 192,200 

Federation’s Jewish Life & Learning $	 621,000 $	 163,800 $	 784,800 

Gather the Jews  $	 50,000 $	 50,000 

Holocaust Survivor Community Fund $	 513,800 $	 513,800 

Holocaust Survivor Services (Government Grants) $	 175,000 $	 175,000 

Honeymoon Israel $	 10,000  $	 150,000 $	 160,000 

Initiative in Congregational Education $	 56,000 $	 56,000 

InterfaithFamily/DC $	 70,000 $	 70,000 

Israel Engagement (Israel in DC) $	 51,900 $	 51,900 

Israel Quest $	 20,900 $	 20,900 

Israel Teen Engagement Fellowship $	 11,000 $	 11,000 

Israel YOUR Way Sponsorships $	 45,700 $	 45,700 

j.family ambassadors  $	 50,000 $	 50,000 

Jewish Women's Renaissance Project $	 30,600 $	 30,600 

Jews United for Justice $	 15,000 $	 15,000 

(rounded to the nearest 100)

continues top of next page
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LOCAL ALLOCATIONS
continued

 Annual 
Campaign 

 Donor 
Designated & 
Gov't Grants UJEF Grants

Tikkun Olam 
Women's 

Foundation 
Grants TOTAL

Masa Israel Recruitment $	 60,500 $	 60,500 

One Happy Camper (Camperquest) $	 47,200 $	 47,200 

PJ Library® $	 25,000 $	 226,200 $	 50,000 $	 301,200 

PresenTense $	 25,000 $	 25,000 

Sunflower Bakery $	 10,000 $	 10,000 

Sara & Samuel J. Lessans Good Deeds Day $	 25,000 $	 25,000 

Tahirih Justice Center $	 20,000 $	 20,000 

Young Adult & Birthright Israel Follow Up $	 221,200 $	 221,200 

TOTAL LOCAL ALLOCATIONS $	 6,891,100 $	 2,416,300 $	 785,400 $	 119,600 $	 10,212,400 

ISRAEL & OVERSEAS ALLOCATIONS
Agencies

 Annual 
Campaign 

 Donor 
Designated & 
Gov't Grants UJEF Grants

Tikkun Olam 
Women's 

Foundation 
Grants Total

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee  $	 352,200  $	 64,400  $	 145,000  $	 561,600 

Jewish Agency for Israel  $	 222,100  $	 1,096,100  $	 100,000  $	 1,418,200 

Overseas Core Allocation  $	 2,971,800   $	 2,971,800 

World ORT  $	 19,600   $	 19,600 

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

Adva Center  $	 15,000  $	 15,000 

Amutat Noar Mitchabrim LaMishpacha   $	 2,500  $	 2,500 

Anu – Making Change  $	 12,000  $	 12,000 

Beit Yisrael Mechina   $	 5,000  $	 40,000  $	 45,000 

Center for Advancement of Women in the Public Sphere  $	 12,000  $	 12,000 

Dror Israel  $	 102,000  $	 102,000 

Future Israel Special Needs Grants    $	 35,800  $	 35,800 

Garin Ometz Akko   $	 2,900  0  $	 2,900 

Haifa Rape Crisis Center  $	 10,000  $	 10,000 

Imagine Israel  $	 213,800  $  $	 213,800 

Israel Matching Grants Program  $	 25,000  $	 25,000 

Israel Religious Expressions Platform (iRep)  $	 25,000   $	 25,000 

Israel Trauma Coalition   $	 5,000  $	 5,000 

Israel Venture Network - Ravtech   $	 20,000  $	 20,000 

Israel Women’s Network  $	 12,000  $	 12,000 

Joint Council on Mechinot  $	 73,900  $	 73,900 

Partnership2Gether   $	 200  $	 200 

Programs Supporting the Ethiopian-Israeli Community in 
Beit Shemesh  $	 135,100  $	 21,000  $	 156,100 

Shahaf Foundation  $	 150,000  $	 150,000 

SHALVA, the Association for Mentally and Physically 
Challenged Children in Israel  $	 30,000  $	 30,000 

Shutaf Inclusion Camp  $	 10,000  $	 10,000 

Social Venture Fund for Jewish-Arab Equality and  
Shared Society  $	 50,000  $	 55,000  $	 105,000 

Tahel Crisis Center for Religious Women and Children  $	 15,000  $	 15,000 

Together Beyond Words  $	 12,000  $	 12,000 

TOTAL ISRAEL & OVERSEAS ALLOCATIONS  $	 3,989,600  $	 1,272,100  $	 711,700  $	 88,000  $	 6,061,400 

(rounded to the nearest 100)
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(rounded to the nearest 100)

NATIONAL ALLOCATIONS
 Annual 

Campaign 

 Donor 
Designated & 
Gov't Grants UJEF Grants

Tikkun Olam 
Women’s 

Foundation 
Grants TOTAL

Inter-Agency Task Force on Israeli Arab Issues $	 5,000 $	 5,000 

Israel Action Network $	 27,000 $	 27,000 

Jewish Federations of North America $	 837,000 $	 112,000 $	 949,000 

     Birthright Israel Foundation............................................... $	 207,000 $	 63,600 $	 270,600 

     France Emergency Fund.................................................... $	 14,000 $	 14,000 

     Nepal Emergency Relief Fund........................................... $	 50,400 $	 50,400 

     Ukraine Emergency Fund.................................................. $	 20,100 $	 20,100 

JPRO Network $	 2,500 $	 2,500 

National Federation/Agency Alliance $	 141,700 $	 141,700 

TOTAL NATIONAL ALLOCATIONS $	 1,220,200 $	 260,100 $	 1,480,300 

RESERVED ALLOCATIONS $	 45,500 $	 45,500 

FEDERATION sponsored PROGRAMMING & ADMINISTRATION $	 3,643,900 $	 259,100 $	 1,155,000 $	 5,058,000 

TOTAL ALLOCATIONS BY AGENCY/PROGRAM $	 15,790,300 $	 4,207,600 $	 2,652,100 $	 207,600 $	 22,857,600 

24
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Federation is honored to partner with these 
agencies and programs to address the needs  
of our Jewish community.

Agencies &  
Partners

LOCAL SERVICE NETWORK 
	� Bender JCC of Greater Washington 
	 Capital Camps & Retreat Center 
	 Charles E. Smith Life Communities* 
	 Edlavitch JCC of Washington DC 
	 Garden of Remembrance* 
	� Jewish Coalition Against  

Domestic Abuse 
	� Jewish Community Center  

of Northern Virginia 
	� Jewish Community Relations Council  

of Greater Washington 
	 Jewish Council for the Aging 
	 Jewish Foundation for Group Homes 
	� Jewish Historical Society  

of Greater Washington 
	 Jewish Social Service Agency 
	 Moishe House

LOCAL COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS 
	 Café Sunflower & Bakery 
	 Coming of Age (MD and VA) 
	� ConnectGens Fellowship  

powered by PresentTense 
	 Federation’s Jconnect 
	� Federation’s Jewish Food Experience® 
	 Federation’s Jewish Life & Learning 
	 Gather the Jews 
	 Honeymoon Israel 
	 Israel Engagement / Imagine Israel
	 Initiative in Congregational Education 
	 InterfaithFamily/DC 
	 Israel Quest 
	 j.family ambassadors
	 Jewish Leadership Institute 
	 Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project 
	 Masa Israel
	 NEXT DC 
	 One Happy Camper 
	 PJ Library 
	 Wexner Heritage Program

JEWISH DAY SCHOOLS 
	 Berman Hebrew Academy 
	 Charles E. Smith Jewish Day School 
	� Gesher Jewish Day School  

of Northern Virginia 
	� Jewish Primary Day School  

of the Nation’s Capital 
	� The Torah School  

of Greater Washington 
	 Yeshiva of Greater Washington

COLLEGE CAMPUSES  
AND HILLELS 
	 American University 
	 College of William and Mary 
	 Gallaudet University 
	 George Mason University 
	 George Washington University 
	 Georgetown University 
	 James Madison University 
	 University of Maryland 
	 University of Mary Washington 
	 University of Virginia 
	 Virginia Tech 

LOCAL YOUTH GROUPS 
	 BBYO 
	 B’nei Akiva 
	 Habonim Dror 
	� National Conference  

of Synagogue Youth 
	� North American Federation  

of Temple Youth– 
Mid-Atlantic Region 

	 United Synagogue Youth 
	 Tzofim–Israeli Scouts 

ISRAEL & OVERSEAS 
NETWORK 
	� American Jewish Joint  

Distribution Committee 
	 Jewish Agency for Israel 
	 World ORT 

ISRAEL & OVERSEAS 
PROGRAMS 
	 Beit Yisrael 
	 Dror Yisrael 
	 Garin Ometz Akko 
	 Israel Venture Network–Ravtech
	 Shimshon Riders Bicycle Club 
	 Shahaf Foundation
	� SHALVA, the Association for Mentally 

and Physically Challenged Children in 
Israel

	 Shutaf Inclusion Camp
	� Social Venture Fund for Jewish-Arab 

Equality and Shared Society
	� Israel Religious Expressions Platform 

(iRep)
	 Joint Council on Mechinot
	� Programs Supporting the Ethiopian-

Israeli Community in Beit Shemesh

NATIONAL AGENCIES 
	 Birthright Israel Foundation
	� Inter-Agency Task Force on Israeli 

Arab Issues 
	 Israel Action Network 
	 JPRO Network
	� The Jewish Federations  

of North America (JFNA)
	 National Federation/Agency Alliance 

	 n	 70 Faces Media
	 n	 American Jewish World Service 
	 n	� Association of Jewish Family and 

Children’s Services 
	 n	 BBYO 
	 n	 Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society 
	 n	 Hillel International 
	 n	 JCC Association 
	 n	 Jewish Council on Public Affairs 
	 n	� Jewish Education and Engagement 

Division at JFNA
	 n	� National Conference on  

Soviet Jewry 

25
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Rabbi Nissan Antine
Brian Ashin
Dr. Marc Azran
Emily Benovitz
Joshua Bernstein
Cookie Hymer Blitz
Scott Brown
Bradley A. Buslik
Gerald Charnoff
Fed Cohen
Jeffrey Cohen
Marcella Cohen
Jason Conway
Eva Malka Davis
Fred Diamond
Amy Dweck
Ralph S. Dweck
Peggy Ephrath
Peter Federowicz
Anne Feinberg
Michael Flyer
Michael Friedman 
Matthew Friedson

Morgan Genderson
Catherine Zacks Gildenhorn
Ronald Glancz
Sol Glasner
Eliot Goldberg
Laura Goldman
Carol Gordon
Lisie Gottdenker
Sheldon Grosberg
Neil Gurvitch
Rich Handloff
Rabbi Greg Harris
Fred Heyman
Arnie Hiller
Joseph B. Hoffman
Kathy Ingber
Kerry Iris
Ronald Kabran
Mark Kahan
Bruce Kaplan
Candace G. Kaplan
Ron Kaplan

Rabbi Adam Raskin
Shai Romirowsky
Meryl B. Rosenberg
Wendy Rudolph
Kenneth Schwartz
Raanan Shames
Rabbi Susan N. Shankman
Jessica Sher
Jane Shichman
Ben Shlesinger
Russell Smith
Jonathan Stahl
Joshua Stevens
Steven David Stone
Rabbi Shira Stutman
Arielle Teitelbaum
Edward Tolchin
Stefan F. Tucker
Orlee Turitz
Joanne Wyman
Kinney Zalesne

Dr. Seymour Alpert 
Paul S. Berger
Herschel W. Blumberg 
Rabbi Isadore Breslau 
Joel Breslau
David J. Butler
Morris Cafritz 
Joseph Cherner 
Melvin S. Cohen 

Jerome J. Dick  
Dede Feinberg
Leopold V. Freudberg 
Michael C. Gelman
Susie Gelman
Dr. Leon Gerber 
The Honorable  
  Joseph B. Gildenhorn
Hymen Goldman 

Samuel Kaplan
Julie E. Kass
Sherry Kaswell Stephen 
Kelin
rhea Yablon Kennedy 
WIlliam Kreisberg 
Jocelyn B. Krifcher Art 
Lerner
Dr. Stuart Lessans Hank 
Levine
Mark A. Levitt
Mark Lezell
Yelena Barakh Lingel 
David Manchester Louis 
Mayberg
Alan Meltzer
Lynn W. Morgan 
Benjamin A. Nussdorf 
Dr. ronald A. Paul 
Michael Plostock
Kim Price
H. Mark rabin

Edward H. Kaplan Irene 
r. Kaplan Edmund I. 
Kaufmann Joel S. 
Kaufmann Abraham 
S. Kay Jack Kay 
Stuart S. Kurlander Jac 
J. Lehrman 

Liza Levy
Philip N. Margolius
Phyllis G. Margolius 
Joseph Ottenstein 
Morris Rodman 
Ivan Michael Schaeffer
Rabbi Matthew H. Simon
Isador S. Turover 

N. M. Cohen Y 
Charles E. Smith Y

Seymour S. Abensohn 
Norman Bernstein
Dr. Morris Cohen

Richard England  
Saul I. Stern 
Bernard S. White  

2016-17

past presidents

honorary presidents honorary board members

 of blessed memory.

Daniel H. Abramowitz
Paul S. Berger*
Norman Bernstein*
Joel Breslau*
Rose Cohen
Sheldon S. Cohen*
Yvonne Schlafstein Distenfeld
Kevin Fishkind

Susan Freed
Norman Freidkin
Susie Gelman
The Honorable  
  Joseph B. Gildenhorn*
Michael Gildenhorn
Jerald Greenspan
Jerry Herman
Samuel G. Kaplan

William Kreisberg
Jocelyn B. Krifcher
Allen Kronstadt 
Albert Lampert
Mark Levitt
Liza Levy
Philip N. Margolius
Alan L. Meltzer*
Larry Nussdorf

Susan Pittleman
Meryl Rosenberg
Ruth Vogel Silberg
Mindy Strelitz
Stuart Tauber
Ellen Tillman
Margo Volftsun
David Wexler

Federation’s United Jewish Endowment Fund Trustees

Board of Directors & 
UJEF TrusteesleadershipFederation

*Trustees Emeriti.
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(L to R)

Robert Zahler
President

Jeffrey Distenfeld
Vice President for Financial Resource Development 

Susan Schor 
Vice President for Community &  
Global Impact-Local

Stuart S. Kurlander
Past President

Steven A. Rakitt
Executive Vice President and CEO

Paul S. Berger
Arnold & Porter LLP, Counsel

Sheldon Klein
Vice President for Community &  
Global Impact–Israel & Overseas 

Marci Handler
Vice President for Finance and Treasurer 

Stuart Tauber
Vice President for Leadership &  
Volunteer Development 

Jeffrey S. Rum
Vice President for Marketing 

Ellen Kagen Waghelstein
Vice President for Women’s Philanthropy   

Benjamin Milakofsky
Vice President for Young Leadership 

Shelly Kupfer
Presidential Appointee

Deborah Ratner Salzberg
Presidential Appointee 

Liza Levy
Past President

Leslie S. Kaplan
Vice President At Large 

Edward R. Weiss
Secretary

Norman R. Pozez
President  
United Jewish Endowment Fund

Executive Committee
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Top ROW (L-R):
Zach Briton, Pat Pendergast, 
Barry Krasner, Judd Holzman, 
Brian Johnson, Avi West,  
Chuck Hozdic, PJ Edelman,  
Marc Clay, Alex Zissman,  
Sarah Cytryn, Steffanie Jackson, 
Ruth Gnatt 

THIRD ROW (L-R):
Stacye Zeisler, Jaclyn Gurwitz, 
Lissette Martinez,  
Esther Balsamo, Marla Hurwitz, 
Rickey Robinson,  
Lexi Bock Robbins,  
Elizabeth Goldstein,  
Ashley Appelman, Lillian Fields,  
Mara Bier, Marci Harris-
Blumenthal, Marcy Kossar, 
Isabella Yusimova,  
Mandy Kaiser-Blueth,  
Sergio Alfaro, Monica Herman, 
Sam Cooper

Second row  
(standing &  
seated > L-R):
Ilona Globa, Janet Maman,  
Randi Hays, Lauren Kessler, 
Sarah Rabin Spira,  
Samantha Vinokor-Meinrath,  
Latrecia Shaw, Rose Rogers, 
Karen Jacobs, KC Foster,  
Adam Nilsen, Linda Kraner, 
Jennifer Hirsch,  
Naomi Rosenblatt,  
Caroline Cohen, Alison Mershon, 
Oren Shamay

Thank you to the dedicated Federation professional team 
members, who work tirelessly to make our mission a reality.

TEAMFederation



first row  
(seated > L-R):
Hannah Olson, Adrienne Malickson, 
Diane Cutler Greene,  
Melissa Lazarus, Hila Balely,  
Ruth Lamberty, Steve Rakitt,  
Melissa Amster, Sherri Deck,  
Kyri Schafer, Hilary Adleberg,  
Nicole Angel, Allison Cossman

not pictured:
Pnina Agenyahu, Sarah Arenstein, 
Rachel Barton, Jessica Bernstein, 
Kira Borman, Paul Entis,  
Jessica Dishell, Eileen Frazier,  
Elie Greenberg, Alice Grillo,  
Lisa Handelman, Avital Ingber,  
Lynn Jatlow, Beri Kravitz,  
Brian Meister, Mark Miles,  
Natasha K. Sheme  

Thank 
You

The Jewish Federation of Greater 
Washington is grateful to our 
dedicated volunteers, committed 
leaders, generous donors, 
corporate sponsors, community 
partners and professional team, 
who touch, change and save  
lives every day. 

Your generosity helps us provide 
dynamic, creative and supportive 
programs and services that 
improve the lives of so many. 
Together, we care for those in 
need, build a stronger, more vibrant 
Jewish community and ensure our 
connection to the people of Israel 
and Jews around the world. 

On behalf of our agencies and our 
community, thank you for making 
Federation yours and making  
your impact.
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