
 
AVI WEST ENDOWMENT - Prospectus 

 
PURPOSE  
Establish the Avi West Endowment, a field of interest fund, in memory of our community’s beloved master 
teacher, Avi West, that exemplifies his educational values. The fund, housed at the Jewish Federation’s 
Endowment Fund, will annually award a grant called the “Avi West Jewish Educator Award.” 
 
ANNUAL DISTRIBUTIONS 
Honor Avi’s accomplishments and memory by granting up to $5,000 to one exemplary local Jewish educator to 
impact our community through their continued Jewish learning, professional or program development. Ideally 
the award will be presented annually at a large community gathering, dedicated to Jewish learning, and 
convened in Avi’s memory.  
 
DESCRIPTION 
The fund and the award will perpetuate both Avi’s enthusiasm, warmth, inclusivity, values, joy, and compassion 
for everyone he met, as well as incorporate the inspirational, creative, accessible, and imaginative Jewish 
learning experiences he created.  
 
Each year, a selection process will identify a Jewish educator, serving the Greater Washington area, who 
embodies Avi’s character, his love of Jewishness, Israel, and every Jewish individual, and who has had a 
substantial impact on their students/community. 
 
The educator can be nominated by a colleague, peer, or organization, and the educator will submit a brief 
description of how they would impact the community using the award funds. An Avi West Award Working 
group, comprised of family members, Jewish educators, and others will review the applications through a “blind 
process,” i.e. - no visible name or organization. The application will be limited to 2 pages and focus on values 
embodied by, and the impact created by Avi West. 
 
HOW YOU CAN PARTICIPATE 
You can honor Avi’s memory, our community’s beloved master teacher, incredible scholar, mentor, punster, 
and unfailingly positive individual by participating in helping fund his endowment.  
 
Recommended Giving Levels 
 

Community Category  
Kehillah Society/Individual or Community Organizations     $360+ 
  
Individual Donor Gift Levels  
Talmid (Student) $36+ 
Chaver (Friend) $180+  
Moreh Derech/ (Guide) $500+ 
Lamdan/ (Scholar) $1,000+ 
Dugma Ishit (Role Model) $5,000+ 
Manhig (Leader) $10,000+ 
Gaon (Wise Person) $25,000+ 
Tomchei Tzibur (Community Supporter) $50,000+ 

Impact Assessment 
The Avi West Award Working Group will undertake an evaluation/assessment of the funding and awards every 
5 years to determine any modifications that might be necessary to increase its publicity or community impact. 


